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THOMAS KERRICH, Es d. 

Of GEL DESTON in NO RT OIL k. 
Dear SIR, 


As your affectionate par- 
tiality induced you to appoint me 
your Chaplain when you were 
High Sheriff, you were of courſe 
the cauſe of my writing and 
preaching the Sermons which I 
now publiſh, and therefore I do 
not know that they can be ſo 
properly inſcribed to any other 
perſon as to yourſelf. 
| 5 I am, dear Sir, | 3 
our affectionate Uncle, 
And obliged humble Servant, 


Wu. M . [ NG. 
Diſs, ROOT 18, 1790. | 
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HE following Sermons: have 
met with the approbation of 
ſeveral reſpectable gentlemen, and 
not a few have expreſſed a very 
earneſt wiſh to ſee the ſecond in 
print. And as ſome of the ſenti- 
ments contained in them muſt be 
eſſentially right or wrong, and fe- 
late to matters that appear to me to 
be of the laſt importance, I am glad 
of the opportunity of ſubmitting 
them to the impartial judgment of 
the public, Should the public deci- 
Gon be in their favour, I ſhall be con- 

As | mou 


PREFACE. 


— firmed: in a train of thinking ul 


I have long reſpected as juſt and 
proper. Should the contrary hap- 
pen, 1 ſhall receive the benefit of 
correcting my own opinions by 0 
ſientiments of thoſe: who are much 
vifer than myſel . 247 7157 | 
In the Semen k wut no- 
ting will be found upon exami- 
nation, but what is congenial with | 
our excellent conſtitution. I have 
alſo intimated in it the propriety 
of; ſetting religious eſtabliſhments 
upon the moſt extenſive founda- 
ion, of which Chriſtianity is capa- 
ble. And in the fecond and third 
Sermons, I have expariared more 
e upon this ſubjec. 
In the laſt centurys! when reli- 
gious 


PREFACE. 4 


gious diſputes, by unhappily mixing 
with civil broils, had produced 
anarchy and confuſion; the eee 
- cellent, pious, and e a 


of D Down and ConterRn with a view 
to render the minds of mankind, 
however varying in opinion, calm 
and benevolent towards each other, 
wrote his treatiſe on the Liberty of 
Propheſying; in which he diſplay- 
ed the greateſt abilities, learning 
and judgment: and which I have 
never obſerved to have been an- 
ſwered, or even cenſured, by any 
one. I had long entertained ideas 
upon this fubject ſimilar to thoſe of 
Doctor Taylor, before I met with 
his treatiſe upon it: and it gave 
1 


4 


me the ehe ts, to find my 
ſentiments corroborated by that 
eminent Prelate. I was encouraged 
to purſue the ſcheme of thought 
with fearleſs freedom. And 1 
bas carried me ſomewhat farther f in 
various particulars than he went; 

if it has even led me to wiſh that 
the uſe of . all creeds ſhould, be laid 
aſide i in forms of public devotion, I 

hope! I ſhall be pardoned for the 


preſumption. | For though of lo 


much inferior abilities, | ſtill I enjoy 
the adyantage of living an hundred 
years, after bim: a, period of time, 
in which the pens of very able men 
have been employed in diſcuſſing 
theſe matters. And Imay compare 
wn to a z perſon, of weaker, eyes, 5 
3 TD who, 


PREFACE. he 


who, placed upon an eminence, 
can ſee. objects undiſcermible by 
one of the keeneſt fi ight, if he ſtand 
upon lower ene 5H, 7 
This I truſt may plead Wy lips 
logy for the length I may be 
thought to have gone in my ſecond. 
and third Sermons, and more eſ- | 
Os in my notes upon them. 
- Bleſſed be God we live in pla- | 
a times, free from pi conten- 
tions! And can there be a more 
proper ſeaſon for the tranquilzin- 
veſtigation of the rights of religi- 
ous liberty? Freedom of inquiry 
cannot now be ſtopped, and God 
forbid it ſhould. | Mankind ſee 
every day more and more the ne- 
tl of permizting it: and it evi- | 
dentiy 
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dentiy increaſes. A liberty 
moſt unlimited, and the l un- 
cenſured, is now generouſly allowed 
to the free diſcuſſion of religious 
ſubjects. But amidſt this univer- 
ſal diffuſion of religious and intel- 
lectual liberty, the Clergy of the 
eſtabliſhed . church labour under 
the oppreſſion of being fettered by 
our laws with a particular ſet of 
opinions, which they are bound to 
acknowledge and maintain. That 
theſe articles, as they are called, of 
religion, were the opinions of times 
that were far leſs enlightened than 
the preſent, and can ill ſuſtain the 
teſt of juſt and accurate inquiry, 
may be very truly aſſerted. But I. 
_ wave theſe conſiderations, as. 
Fan 
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I conceive it to be of very little 
conſequence whether they be the 
opinions of xhis or the laſt century; 
or of two, or ten, or more centu- 
ries back. Revelation ſtands upon 

matter vr . Me d Of 

themſelves” avail nothing to the 
2 of i it . ia the hearts' of 

mankind. | q 0, N00191qG0! Hs 
That Was men of the eſta-⸗ 
bliſned chureh, eminent for learn- 
ing, and a due attention to the | 
duties of their office, find them- 
ſelves perplexed and embarraſſed 
by being obliged to maintain opi- - 
nions, to them at leaſt, of doubrfuk | 
authority, is too obvious to bede 1Þþ 
nied. And ſome there are; who 9 
een theſe opinions to have 
10 7 n 


„ PREFACE: 


no foundation in truth. have, res 
 linquiſhed thoſe ſtations, by which 

they could have extended, their 
protection to father, mother, 
brother, ſiſter, wife, acd chil: 
of the Goſpel, which, would have 
rendered their line of duty lar, 
and not g be miſtaken zubut. fon.” 
— Bag demonſtration that ſuch... 
e bodies of confeſſion and articles 
CCC 
Happy ſhall I be, ir ay oyeak 
endeavours can at all aſſiſt in pro- 
moting a plan, which Ma bring 


relief to thoſe worthy min Is, Who 


bee Dr. Taylor's Liberty of erbe, 
. ws 225 2 > AL)! i : 


* . _ 1 * 
9 BY . 8 > 2 Er - +, . 
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are thus embanralled, dh rein- 

ſtating” thoſe," who have thought 
themſelves bound to reſign their 
office, without diſtreſſing thoſe whis | 
are tenacious of the preſent eſta: 
bliſhed opinions; and in eee 
that peace and good will amongſt 
Cbriſtians whereby the happy ef- 
fe&s of the goſpel of Chriſt” may 
be more viſible in their lives: and 
cottwverſations; and conſequently ) 

the light of it more en ex- 
tended through the world. 
I cannot forbear cranſeriving 
more fully the paſſage” from 1770 
excellent work of that «© pious, in⸗ 
ce genious, learned, and ſweet tem? 
4e ehen Nan as Dr. eee _ 
him. n 

015 Few 


* 


Few * hes: that have ** 
indices of confeſſion and articles, 
will endure any perſon that is not 
of the ſame confeſſion : which is a 
plain demanſtration that ſuch bo- 


dies of confeſſion and articles do 


much hurt, by becoming inſtru- 
ments of ſeparating and dividing 
communions, and making unne- 
ceſſary or uncertain propoſitions a 
certain means of ſchiſm and diſ- 
union. But then men would do 
well to conſider whether or no ſuch 
proceedings do not derive the guilt 
of ſchiſm upon them who leaſt think 
it, and whether of the two is the 
ſchiſmatic, he that makes unne- / 
ceſſary and (ſuppoſing the ſtate of 
things) inconvenient impoſitions, 
| 5 


2 
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| or 1 that diſobeys them becauſe 


he cannot without doing violence 
to his conſcience believe them ; he 


that parts communion, becauſe 


without fin he could not entertain 
it, or they that have made it ne- 
ceſſary for him to ſeparate by re- 
quiring ſuch conditions, which to 
no man are ſimply neceſſary, and 


— 


to his particular are either ſinful or 


impoſũble. 
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SERMON I. 


ae Preached at the Aſzes at Thetford, 5 
| March 16, 1 1 881 | 


St. Luxz XII. 57. 


7 225 and why even of y . judge Je not 5 
e har + 10 * 8 


HAT! man was intended by 
his Almighty Creator for ſo- 
cial life, is evident from the facul- 

ties with which he has endued him, | 
and the affections of which he has 
rendered him ſuſceptible. And in- 
deed he is ſo formed, that without 
ſociety he would be the moſt miſer- 

: | Fr i 


5 
nnn And that 


2 W ———ͤ— 


ſociety cannot exiſt without laws, 
and without magiſtrates to execute 
| thoſe laws upon offenders, every 
day's experience clearly evinces. 
The power of the magiſtrate is 
juſtly called in ſcripture the ordi- 


nance of God. Not that God has 


actually and perſonally appointed 
each magiſtrate to his office, but that 
it is the will of him, who is the God, 
not of confuſion, but of order and 
of peace, . that good government 
ſhould de maintained in the world. 
The hiſtory of revelation re- 

corded in holy writ inſorms us 
that God himſelf directed certain 
puniſhments for certain crimes : 
and that for ſome of the more atro- 
V 


k 21 ) 


5 kids kind, which were führer 
of ſociety, and endangered the 1 very 


ſword of WE ſhould cut the of- 
Fenders 0 Nowò that which God 
has once Fe LET wilt of courſe 
de odligatory, while the reaſons re- 
main for which it was inſtituted. 
The end and deſign of God's di- 
recting theſe been was the 
peace, happineſs, fecurity, and well 
being of ſociety. And though this 


was done at a leſs civilized, and 


lefs enlightened period; and TT 
the many divine communications 


ſince imparted .to mankind, and 


eſpecially the light of the JET 
_ Goſpel of Chriſt, may be expected 
to have ſufficiently illuminated the 
human mind, to have rendered i it 


B 3 F 


(a) 


probable, that the harth \necellity 
of applying 'theſe remedies might 
have been avoided ; yet if men will 
ſtill coatinue to love darkneſs ra- 
ther than light, and will give them- 
ſelves up to the practice of thoſe 
enormities which diſturb the peace 
and good order of ſociety, and 
which; unreſtrained, would create 
the (greateſt confuſion and miſery, 
then the reaſon ſtill continues why 
wrath muſt be immediately ex- 
ecuted upon ſuch offenders. The 
| obvious reaſon is, leſt the hearts of 
too many of the ſons of men ſhould = 
be fully ſet in them to do evil, and 
anarchy and confuſion! would 71 
the refult. n 5 
Nor can the mild precepts and 
benevolent ſpirit of the Goſpel 
| have 


(280 


have any tendency to take away 
the power of che magiſtrate over 
the lives of heinous offenders. The 
reſtraint it puts upon us is to pre- 
vent our purſuing thoſe evil courſes 
which render us obnoxious to the 
laws; and not to weaken, the hands 
of thoſe who are ordained. to bear 
the: ſ word for the moſt beneficial : 
4 purpoles ; for the puniſhment of 6 
evil doers, as well * for he pro- 


to ſecure the peace of ee | 
Ant thoſe WhO live unin- ; 
d by, the precepts. of re- 
_ to redreſs the inured—to PE 
check the yiolent—and. to,/diſci- 
| — the uuruly, i is to diſcharge an 


„„ 3 
and is à continued ſeries of efforts 
from God, can — militate 
againſt the exereiſe of an authorit7 
mae. to the In 
Who MA e Gap: e Re- 
: Wen has not at all interfered with 
the civil governments of the world. 
As it was intended to be the uni- 
verſal religion of mankind, it has 
left it to human wiſdom in every 
nation to eſtabliſn that form of go- 
vernment which is beſt adapted to 
the climate to the genius and to 
the manners and cuſtoms of the 
people. It has taught its followers 
A 5 that 


0 


( 15 } 
that quiet, peateable, virtuous, ant 
moral conduct, which will cecom= 
mend them to the approbation and 
praiſe of every civil power, leaving 
which their reſpective nations hall 
have eſtabliſned as _— n 
to the public good. i 
For mankind IP ;nftraſied hy 
n that there iv a God, u 
providente, and n future ſtate of 
retribution; and that the daly way = 
to recommend themſelves to the 
Supreme Being is by the pruffice 
of piety and moral virtae; me h! 
man miad is fuficient; enlighit· 
ened to give free: frope to the ope- 
ration of thoſo faculties wish wich 
$773 the 


60269 


8 has endued it. It is 
thus enabled to act for itſelf, and 


: to. eſtabliſh thoſe forms of govern- 


ment, and enact thoſe laws, which 
ſhall — Wan in _ 
- pineſs, wry Shack a a on 
vaxious circumſtances of manners 


en * of what is Se 
| Since then the power of the ma- | 

_ giſtrate, though not the im mediate 
inſtitution of God, but, as St. een 
| ſtyles;i it, che ordinance. of man, is 
agreeable to the will of God, as the 
beſt means of communicating and 


meme, r iris | 


the 


0627) 
the duty of us all, in otitTevetal 
ſtations, to to exert ourſelves' In the 
ſupport of civil government, and 
the due execution of its laws. 
And if this be the duty of all 
civilized people; we of this nation 
have the ſtrongeſt motives and in- 
citements to it. We live under 
government, the form of which has 
been gradually wrought up; by the 
free exerciſe of human' reaſon, to 
that degree of perfection, which 
renders it the admiration, and not 
unfrequently the envy, of the für- 
rounding kingdoms.” And we have 
a Prince upon the throne; who'ſets. 
us, in his'own perſon, an example 
of the practice of thoſe” virtues, 
* hich the laws | of f his | kingdom VE 


tw) 


are. ehacted to ſappurts/ But the | 
. excellence of our conſtitution is in 
n reſpect 1 more cbnſpicuous, than 
in the happy proviſion which is 
made for the adminiſtration of 
equal jultive in der eourts of 900 
dicature. 
The trial by 10 is this boaſt, 
th honeſt and noble boaſt of Eng- 
limmen. This privilege, this Ne- 
eurity of our liberties, can never 
de Toft, ean nevef be deranged, 


bur by the operation. of partiality 


and prejudice in the juries them 


elves. But ſhould theſe too fre. 


quently betray an upwarrantable = 
\ Viaſs in their determinations; then 
the inſtiturios itfelf, wiſe and bene- 4 


ficial as it originally was, becom. 


c2) 


ing, through their means, defeftive 
and inadequate to the purpoſes for 
which it was intended, may proba. 
bly be expoſed to contempt z and 
incur the danger of being laid 
aſide as a lifeleſs branch, which 


has ceaſed to yield its fruit. For | 
Civil government and the authority 0 
of the laws muſt at all events be 
ſupported. It is much to be wiſhed, 26 
therefore, that men of abilities and © | 
of the moſt property in that line of 
life from whence the juries are 
| forined, would not evade and ſhrink . 
from the office; but, when called 
upon, would with zeal and alacrity 
preſs forward to take this important 
truſt upon themſblves, and to rei- 
cue 25 as much as be, out of 
the 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| 

: 

| 
AY 
| 
- $ 
} 

p 
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TT FR nd! . * X and illi : 
terate; who are of courſe moſt 
liable to the impreſſions of preju- 
dice and partiality. It is a gloomy 
mark of degeneracy and of the low 
e public ſpirit, when a great 
keluctance is ſhevn to undertake 
35 2 m. at our hands 

| ſpot to )ahoſe who. may undertake 
tt:is ſaered truſt, give me leave to 
5 i erxhort them to a faithful and, con- 1 
ſeientious diſcharge aft 
ULet them conſider then, and 
that not merely as a matter of 
- or as impoſed; by the uſual 
'” formality of buſineſs, but as a point 

0 which their conſciences and cha- 


Fs are eſſentially concerned; 
that 


EEE gs a 
that it is ; their duty, r not only to 


Protect the aceuſed from? ſuffering 


e en but alſo, and equally, 
to take care that the guilty; do not 
"eſeape/piniſhmentscJſbcrioaes be 


moltiplied upon un and chrough 


their weak and ill judged pityñ or per- 
© haps ſome worſe motives (hich (a) 


Er had not a recent inſtance given us 
N e e much b reaſon 0 ſuſpect, it A 


might be thought unfair even to 


1 
* 'S | < 


nat; purpoſes | 


off the lo be deſgsted, and uni- 


verſal miſery and co fuſion, be in- 


Fwy: troduced. And how they Can | 


anſwer this to God, their king, 5 
41 country, or to their on con- 


Goc —— well if 
Wo neg And let them farther, 


3 30 "RW | F 443 44.5; * | 


. 
remember, that the immediate ſer- 
vants of the crown and of the ſtate 


are entitled to the protection of the 
laws, equally with the reſt of their 
and that the crimes 
committed againſt the one demand 
their aſſent to the avenging ſword 

bol juſtice, as well as the crimes 
committed againſt the other. Their 


| fellow ſubjects; 


oath informs them of their duty; 


and is the greateft poſſible obliga- 
tion tothe diſcharge of it. Which 
duty, to remove every plea of ig- 


norance, is further explained to 


them by the excellent charges 
which are uſually delivered from 5 
the Bench, which is eee rom 
ä 
Cons | as nn. 1 their W 5 
vprightneſs, 


a grateful heart 1 ſpeak it, by 
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ein H inflexible ieee 
and unbiaſſed impartiality, as for 
their great learning, profeſſional 
knowledge, and profound abilities. 
So that were it left to them alone, 
we could have no doubt but that 
the moſt exact juſtice would be ad- 
miniſtered. But no prudent man 
would aſſent to throw down that 
barrier which has proved the ſecu- 
rity of civil liberty in leſs happy 
times: not knowing what revolv- 
ing ages may bring to paſs.— By | 
no means. Endeavour, then, by 
a ſteady and ſtrict diſcharge of 
your duty, to tranſmit thoſe rights, 
which you have received from your 
anceſtors, to your lateſt poſterity, 
| that they alſo may rejoice in their 
En birth- 


42), 


birth-right privileges. Privileges _ 
Which never were deſpiſed but by 
minds as weak and frivolous, as 
they were ſordid and mercenary. a 

The "thoughtleſs | and. — of 
Eſau for a meſs of | pottage ſold his 
birth. right; though thereunto were 
annexed the gracious promiſes of. 
God Not ſo the great Apoſtle 
of the Gentiles—St. Paul. For, 
though haraſſed by perſecutions, | 
and elevated with holy zeal i in the 
Chriſtian, cauſe, ſtill attentive to. 
the claims of human nature, be 
was too wiſe to look down upon | 
the "rights he inherited. But with 
an . honeſt warmth and ſpirited 
carneſtneſ he aſſerted, 6c «1 was s free 
. cc born.“ 1 9 
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pleſſed in 'our civil liberties at 
home, it may be judged right. to 

attempt an extenſion of them, as 
far as lies in our power, to thoſe re- 
gions of the world, which are con- 
nected with us. Enlightened rea- 
ſon ſurely ſuggeſts this to be the 
moſt grateful offering we can make 


1 God, in return for our own hap- ä 


pineſs. And the times, if we may 


preſume to judge by the figns 1 


them, ſcem favourable to this pur- 
poſe. The benevolent ſpirit of 
Chriſtianity has widely diffuſed a 
temper of mind friendly to the 
rights of human nature, which, in 
this day, are more attended to by 
* nations of Europe in general 
| WY 2 . than 


% 
; ( *Y ) 4 13 N Oo 
«5; rf ie 25 
© 4 


Ado. at. „ neecoding.: mid. 
And it is no wonder, that this land 
of liberty partakes of the ſacred 
flame; and that addreſſes are ſent 
from various parts of the kingdom, 
praying the aid of the legiſlative 
power in relief. of the enſlaved, de- 8 
EY . and pfl Africans. 1 5 
are e all but cruſhed, the ne cir- 
cumſtances attending this abomi- 
nable traffic in human blood, call | 
8 aloud. for the. interference of au- 
thority, and ſeem to demand that 
Proper ſteps may be taken for 
grantin g the redreſs which huma- 


nity eu $1 religion inſpires, 


- 
FIZ 


5 "pa 


(9). 


public ſafety, will permit. This 
at conſideration intimates to us,, 
that the e ethiancipation of "lives 
muſt” be gradual. The humatt 
mind requites to be pte pared for 
all important changes in its cons 
dition and ſituation. 5 Alid # claind 
of property, though "unjultly" hed 
quized: at firſt, may by length of 
time, and by cuſtom and cohniv- 
ance, , reaſonably 9 5 ſome at- 
tention. 7 15 | f 4 
00 Chia by: as 8 e wri⸗ 


It 1 00 


ter er oblerves, 75 © can 8 operate as | 


/ 2 e YIITONZ 


1 "SITE ö 5 80 15920 N 
3 cannot, ner but congra⸗ | 


tulate the friends of revelation 1 up: 
on the; anticipation of that hoops | 
and ſplendid eri for e 


Meftrc 


| 1 


„ | 
to be evident marks of its ap- 


proach, when our holy religion 


mall have completed a total abo- 
lition of ſlavery, and the nations, 


now groaning under the tyranny 


of it, ſhall become partakers with 


us in the enjoyment of the civil 


and religious rights of human na- 


ture here on earth, and be animated 
wich the ſame proſpect of the — 


ture glory of the liſe to come. 


And I cannot but further look 
with complacency and ſatisfaction 
upon the aſpect of the times, as 


indicating the moſt favourable diſ- 
poſition to the enlargement. of the 


2 religious rights of mankind, The 
imony e W of per, 


9) 


have been long diflolvings into 
Chriſtian charity and mutual for- 
 bearance. And it ĩs become not 
. uncommon to enjoy the amiable 
and pleaſing ſight of perſons of 
different religious perſuaſions cor- | 
dially uniting in promoting plans 
and inſtitutions caleulated to be 
beneficial to the ſouls as well as 
ces ef their fellowierexia atures. 
May this diſpoſition (and I truſt 
halt not be cenſured ſof the 
wilh) ; go forward till national reli- 
gious Pra aire ir en | 
the moſt comprebenſio! 


an unlimitra toleration der Heap | 
"6 all, except thoſe (and © onebive ; 
Air 4 51 ” | 


be the excepti 


any), who, by mixing ene ting 
Jn C4 political 


4 


-policigalinidh their rekgions tenets, 
may endanger the peace and ſecu- 
rity of the ſtate. n wow) 
that; progreſs. of late years, as to 
render dt probable, that the eigh- 
teenth century may end gloriouſly, 
by ſo elfe ctually annihilating the 
ſpirit of perſecution, that mankind, 
however varying in opinions, will 
en en ai _ 
For kee long ſince _— x 
dear bought experience, that while 
they vainly embraced the ſhadow, 
4 the ſubſtance eluded the ir graſp; 
*Citous to retain the form of godli- 
neſs, they inſenſibly loſt the power 
„ _ of 


** } 


„ 14: 
of it. A lenity in religious per- 
ſuaſion, and a mildneſs of ſenti- 

ment naturally reſulting from a 
conviction of theſe errors, will 
lead to a conduct that muſt place 

religion in a moſt reſpectable lighgnt 
in the eyes of mankind ; and give 
force to e eee it "_ 
their lives and manners 

And will not eee ee + : 

theſe "pleaſing reffections, endear | 
our holy-religion to us, and en- 

| e- eee ones 

mere-delightfat — Join mand : 

| 10 hand in giving: glory billed 

good will-amongft men This ivto. 

SI the Prin 

2 of 


% 
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"of pere. And theſe are the evi 
**forts''beſtoadapted10'/refreſh! the 
| foul of the religious man, who 
{looks up to the Father of mercies 
wich the filial reverence of fear and 
Mees Ishin tv £ yo boonaufin :? 
But edaibivobrekbſoridoprivel ” 
and wretched: beings upon whom 
no religious impreſſion can be 
| made 0f weight ſufficient to en- 
force the obligation of moral duty, 
but on the contrary who will dare 
to invade the property of their fel- 
low ſubjects by fraud and violence, 
committed as well againſt private 
Individuals as againſt the public 
revenue, and perpetrate every enor- 
mity, not even murder itſelf ex- 
RS what can be done ? 
| | What! 


6 5 I } 
: * 4 


What l but that 
by the awful tribunals of courts of 
juſtice 2 2190 £3 1491 5115 30 5 ' b 1 
Happy would it be for them if 
* would: ſuffer their minds to be 
influenced by a reverential awe and 
fear of the dread Majeſty of that 
Supreme Almighty Being, who, 
ce after he hath killed, hath Power 
« to Wa both ſoul and 
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SERMON U. 


. K Þ 


| Preached at the Afﬀſzes at Norwich, 1 


"OOO 1 4008 . 


. SALM XXII. 27. 


All the ks rg od remember Wy 


turn unto the Lord : and all the tindreds 16 
the nations Hall WP wth him. 


6 gd flow degrees. by 8 


human knowledge is at- 
tained renders it no improbable 
: conjecture, that, had man been 


left to himſelf as ſoon as his great. 
Creator had formed I: hams his ex- 
Sz iſtence 


ö 
| 
|; 
| 
I! 


""Vur not to. „ inf u n this, 
eee charighe wee ſpe- 
cies, created upon a ſpot ſupplied 
wich fruits neceſſary for. the ſup. 
port of life, might have continued 
0c exit, and increaſe in number ; 
it ſtill would have been improba- 


ble, if not impoſſible, that they 
mould ever of themſelves have at- 
tained to the knowledge of their 
T1 LO ee become acquainted 
Witk the end and deſign of their 
Creation, or have obtained a clear 
perception of the moral duties, 
© nieceffary as well to render this life 
comfortable, and to give ſtability 
to the enjoyment of it, as to pre- 
= 0 


0 #7 ) 
em 881 Gamal felicity in 
alte 9er preſenec ef Sofi a 
more happy and illuſtrious Rate of 
exiſtencehereaſter. 407 21d 
+ Forthoughmiankindire:oreated 
wich faculties capable: of reaſon- 
e and wech de Altighty | 
Creator left not himſelf without 
195 — witneſs 91 —_ RR Medlwing : 
© + mote hi wing his rt pal * 
fſpeaking to all nations anne 1 
rious voice of nature 


= (48) 


This world has been juſtly con- 
dere as a place of probation and 
trial; it may alſo be conſidered as 
a place of education: of education 
in two reſpects. The one to train 
up individuals for the enjoyment 
of happineſs in the life to come; 
and the other to raiſe up the col- 
1 lective body of mankind, here 
on earth, by the cultivation of 


* 


height of civilization to which 
they are capable of attaining by 23 
the Ion: © and operas 
tion of thoſe intellectual powers 
Which God has an bs 5 
_ them. | & | - 


the information of the ſacred re- 
| : | „ Cor ds; 


virtue and knowledge, to that 


- Bad uo: to cis idea is 


1 gh 12-04 ho us th 

having created man capable of re- „ 
an neee hs a 75 
did Ne e eee of the 40 
Author of his being, nor expoſed to 
the doubts, and uscertainties of 
the ſlow inveſtigation of reaſoning | 
which aſcends. from the orcature 
to the Creator; but manifeſted him- 
ſelf to him, and gave him inſtruc „ | 
tions ſuited to the early periods of. 
his exiſtence, and tending 10 enn „ 
plain religious and moral dmies in, 
Proportion as experience unfolfled 
the utility of them. And upon 
any : remarkable deviation N , 5 
piety and virtue, ſuch inſtances of 
divine puniſhments were inſlicted, 


650 


as might ſerve for perpetual and 
, awful memorials to ſucceeding 
ages; and warn them of the dread-.._ 


ful conſequences that would follow 


upon their daring to offend their 5 


Almighty Creator. 
Thus did it pleaſe the Supreme 
Being to conduct the rational crea- 


tures, whom he has placed at the 


head of this earth; not by impel- 
ling them in the courſe of their 
duty by fixed and ſtated laws, as 
he over- rules inanimate matter, 
nor confining them by unerring 


inſtinct, as he guides the inferior 
animals; but, having formed them 
with the comprehenſive faculty of 


chooſing the good, and refuſing 
the evil, he 725 left them to all 
9 N 


4 


K 
that variety of conduct which muſt 
be the unavoidable conſequence of 
their being intruſted, in this their 
frail ſtate, with o ſublite a ta- 
lent. E | (38403143 
Whatever mighe have been exe 
pected from beings thus formed 
and endowed, the fact was that 
rhey perverted and abuſed their 
endowments and free agency; gra- 
dually deviated from the light 
of divine communications; ſunk 
down from the paths of virtue, 
and at laſt became enveloped in 
the darkeſt nen, jo Mens 


— idolatry. 5 


The . e Author: of their 
wes did not however give them 
_ to the conſequences of their de- 
12 "TK: pravity, 


{ 4 
Pravity, nor ſuffer chem is to 
periſh in their folly; but prepared 
a way to redeem them out of this 
| abje& and degraded ſtate, (e) He 
choſe to himſelf a peculiar people, 
not for their own ſakes, as they 
were often admoniſhed, but for the 
E ſake of the accompliſhment of his 
own grand deſign: which was to 
| Preſerve the worſhip of him, the | 
only true God, till the fulneſs of 
time ſhould come, in which he 
would raiſe vp in their nation, the 
only remaining place adapted to 
that purpoſe, the | promiſed. Re- 
deemer to diffuſe an univerſal light 
over all nations. The happineſs 


or miſery of this people was ac- 


cordingly made to correſpond with 
J i 


T3007 
their obedience or diſobedience. 
| However refractory they might be, 
they were compelled to be ſubſer- 
vient to the end of their inſtitu- 
tion, by which they were feparated 
from the reſt of mankind. When 
inſtead' of inviting the attention of 
the ſurrounding world by their ad- 
herence to piety, and by their ad- 
vancement in moral virtue, and by 
theſe means affording the intended 
example and inſtruction, 7: eee 
the contrary, beca h 


the idolatry of the Gentiles, an 


debaſed in iniquity; their tranl- 
greſſions called down divine judg- 

ments upon them; they were de- 
hvered into the hands of their 
Envinſes, and ſuffered under the 


e 3 complicated 1 


EK) 


complicated miſeries of war, 7 
ee captivity and deſolation. Bye 


tution was Aill 0 in view, A. 
was the grand object of theſe vi- 
gorous diſpenſations: for when diſ- 
perſed among the Gentiles, they 
could not fail of communicating, 
in ſome meaſure, the knowledge 
of the only true God. And when 
by theſe means the world was ſuit- 
ably prepared, Chriſtianity made 
its appearance; a light ſufficient to 
admoniſn all the ends of the world 
to remember and turn unto the 
Lord: and which in time will, we 
truſt, induce all the kindreds of 
the nations to worſhip before him. 
. Chriſtianity, meek teaches us a 
ſolid | 


(08: 2; 
ſolid and. rational piety, which ex- 
pands the human mind to the 
cleareſt perception of the moral 
and relative duties of civil and ſo- 
cial life, may be expected to work 


the moſt beneficial effects amongſt 


mankind. - 

Great and alocious | are FR 3 
ſects which it le e 9 
duced. 

The baſeleſs fabrick. of 1 
| ene which had ſo long infa - 
A; tuated the mind of man, is vaniſn- 
ed from all thoſe countries which 
the light of the goſpel illuminates, 
Superſtition. is diminiſhed, and is 
wearing away; | eſpecially in a 
country like our own, where re- 
ligious knowledge has a more full 
1 n D 4 7 ons. 


4: M7. 
ſcope, and where religious princi- 
ples are ſubmitted to a more free - 
examination, and to a more ſtricrt 
_ enquiry than in any other nation. 
The cruelties and ravages of war 
are abated by the benign ſpirit of 
Chriſtianity. And the laws and 
manners of the people in Chriſtian | 
nations will, upon the compariſon, 
be found to excel thoſe of the” an · 
cient heathen world; and thoſe 
alſo of the people, upon whom it 
has not yet ſhined, or a 1 
nately ceaſed —— ., - 
"Theſe are ſome of the benefits 
which main even eee, from 


lation of — that Chriſtianity | 
64 * will 


« * = | 
will herenfeer extend itſelf over alf 


che earth; and will alſo have a more 


powerful influence vpon the lives | 
and converſations of - mankind: 
That Chriſtianity ſhould be of flow 
progreſs in bringing the human 
mind to a full ſubmiſſion to the 
purity of its precepts; can be no 
wonder, when we conſider that 
every inordinate ſelfiſh paſſion ſets 

itſelf up in oppoſition to it. But 
experience may in time-evince that 
a & generous attention eo the common = 
good is the only way to obtain and 
ſecure the happineſs of each indivi- . 
dual. And thoſe reſtleſs diſturbers 
ol the peace, quiet, and enjoyment | 
ol ſociety; ambition, envy, covet- 
ouſneſs, e and the 
00 OY 3 lore 


( 5 ) 


love of pleaſure, may give way to 
the ſelf-denying, chaſte, benevo- 
lent, meek, and humble . of 
the goſpel. n 
There has been no nber wu 
eee to the prevalence of Chriſ- 
tianity, than the ſupercilious en- 
mity ariſing from the diſputes 


_— amongſt Chriſtians varying in opi- 


nions.; which diſputes they carried 
on with a blind, intemperate, and 
dogmatical zeal. The different 
educations, tempers, and degrees 
of underſtanding amongſt mankind 


— render a variety of opinions una- 


voidable. And therefore to bring 

mankind to be of one opinion is 

| impoſſible and conſequently the 

n is abſurd. - The violent 
perſecutions, 


t9) 

perſecutions, horrid wars, and'the 
deluge of human blood, which 
originated from the endeavours of 
each party to obtrude their opi- 
nions upon others, have done more 
injury to the cauſe of Chriſtianity, 
than all the oppoſition of its pro- 
feſſed adverſaries: and muſt ever 
be looked upon by the friends of 
revelation with en grief, 
and horror. Eg £19 
And all this miſchief 6 to 
| "bred its cauſe in the miſappre- * 
henſion of the deſign and end fer 
which God vouchſafed to reveal 
himſelf to his creatures. The ob- 
ject which revelation had in view 
was evidently to warm our affec- 
tions with piety towards God, and 
$9 SE S094 F : ; to 
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to light in our breaſts the generous 


flame of charity towards men; and 
to encourage and ſupport us in the 
exerciſe of our duty by the good 
tidings of the merciful promiſes of 
God declared by our Lord Jeſus 
_ Chriſt; and the glorious proſpect 
of a bleſſed immortality. And it 
had nothing to do, as many have 
been fo egregiouſly miſtaken as to 
ſuppoſe it had, with teaching us 
the ſciences of geography, hiſtory, 


aſtronomy, philoſophy, or the ab- 


ſtruſer ſcience of metaphyſics. In 
all theſe reſpefts the minds of 
thoſe, who were ſent to convert the 
world to our holy religion, were 
left liable to the opinions and + 
"mn prejudices of the times and . 


” % countries 


"ww 7 


countries in which they lived. And 
a difference of ſentiment is eaſily 
perceived by a careful obſerver to 
have poſſeſſed the minds of thoſe 
who recorded the divine commu- 
nications, according to the differ- 
ent periods in which they wrote, 
and according to the different edu- 
cations they had received. Differ- 
ence of opinion, then, may inno-ñ 
cently exiſt among us, and ought 
not to be the cauſe of a diſunion in 


Chriſtian charity; much leſs, if | 


we dare to make the ae me 

Chriftian communion.  : | 
Were no more required by cſta- 

. bliſhments as terms of mi-, 

han Chriſt and his Apoſtles e 
en in order to admir mankind” 

| to 


(29 


to be partakers of the gol] pel diſ- 
penſation, the violent diſputes of 
, Chriſtians - would ſoon fink into 
| harmleſs diſcuſſions, the objections 
of unbelievers would be more ſa- 
tisſactorily anſwered, and the ar- 
dency of enthuſiaſm would be 
cooled and ee oy Wem ind 
argument. Ne eng 
| _-.Clriſt (e) Seibel; ld 8 | 
] : be more clearly manifeſted to be the | 
wiſdom and power of God in re- 
forming the world, by recalling 
mankind to the knowledge of him- 
ſelf, and by turning them from 
their iniquities. And this ſolid 
and only true foundation being 
laid, every man might be ſafely 
inruſted with bis own: ſyſtem of 
62 2 opinions: : 


( 63) 
opinions : and whether it was built 


with gold, or ſilver, or wood, or 


hay, or ſtubble, as the Apoſtle 


; expreſſes | it, the day of judg- 


ment would determine; and the 
man himſelf would be ſaved.— 


Had the Apoſtle known of any 
power to diſcriminate theſe mate- 


rials from each other, would. he not F 
have told us? He aſſumed no do- 
minion over our faith, profeſſing : 


himſelf to be only the helper of 


our Joy : leaving us to the freedom ö 


of judging for ourſelves. _ 
And to prove it to be the will of 
God that mankind ſhould be left 


to the full enjoyment of this li- 


berty, and to the free exerciſe of 


| their intellectual faculties in all 


human 5 


(ts 5 


human en and that revela- 
tion was not intended to interfere 
with the human mind, i in theſe re- 
ſpects, 2 ſtrong preſumptive argu - 
ment may be deduced from this 
_ circumſtance ; ; that God permitted 
the promulgation of the goſpel to 
— be antecedent to the ( ) diſcovery of 
che art of printing. From whence 
it has happened whether chrough 
the ignorance and careleſſneſs, 
or through any ſiniſter deſign of 
the tranſcribers, may be hard to 
determine—that we have a great 
variety of readings in the abun- 
dance of copies which were evi. 
dently written by perſons of ſeveral 
intereſts and perſuaſions, of differ- 
ent . tempers, and 
abilities. 


( 6 5 
nice Now it is much 46 be 
obſerved that theſe various read- 
mes do not affe& any one point _ 
reſpecting our piety towards God, 
or our moral obligations, or our 


dependance upon the promiſes 'of 


| God declared by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt. But with reſpect to thoſe 
difputes, which have for ages agi- 
tated the Chriſtian world, each 
party by retaining thoſe readings 
which make for their own opinions, 
and rejecting thoſe which are 
againſt them, may go a great way 
towards SHE 4 their own Wen 
055 in whoſe NEVE we el 

ſerve nothing to be done in vaing 
in ne fight a thouſand years are 

but as yeſterday, having formed 


t I 


creatures capable of improve - 


ment, from age to age, through 


the ſucceſſive periods of the world, 
by, experience and, by the expan- 
ſion af their faculties which he bas 
given them, has dong no more by 

erg riot than, what Was ee N 


enable ; them. to produce their full 
effect. 97 nog a6; 115 849d 
.. Theſe, things ſeem to x of ſuch 
high importance to che Chriſti an 
world, and indeed to all mankind, 
who are ultimately to be. bleſſed 
with ahe light of the. goſpel, as to 
deſerve a more minute, diſpaſſion- 
ate, and free enquiry than 998 La 
ven, heen beſtowed, upon t bem ; 
that we may the more accurately 
nen the immediate commu- 
nication 


(LEE 
nication of God from may be 
moſt probably deriv eech Röm the 
” opinions and iniaginarion'6f man. 
Is chere nor,” then, à mänifeſt, 
inconſiſtency in the cofdüer Uf 
this nation, which has long food , | 
ſoremoſt in the glorious fentiments - 
of civil and religious liberty® that 
while ſhe generouſly beſtows 4 H. 
beral education upon the clergy © of, 
her eſtabliſhment, ſhe chooſes that 
their minds ſhould be fettered and / 
reſtrained in the exerciſe of thoſe | 
very faculties which the has per- 
| mitted e encouraged te be ene | 
Revelation has, by an TY 


witty, been ſtyleck „ the⸗falubrl. 


Gs ſtream of divine cortinunt- 
rummog isi E 2 55 Heng 


01282 


60363 


1 cations which was ene in 
4e the Eat. Now this ſtream muſt 

' of courſe partake” of the ſoils 'over | 
„ which it it flowed, and: be ome tinc- 


capable of being 
And can they, to whom a deer, : 

/ education and leiſure is given to 

| \ Undertake the taſk, better beſtow 
, their labours, than' by endeavour- 

| ing to filter it from every hetero - 

: Lentos particle; that they may 
reffeſn heir Chriſtian brethren 
„With its pure and unsdulterated 
Waters! > OT Dine ven ii 1 
Notwithſtanding 20 the variety 
of opinions which now! exiſt and 
Probably ever will exiſt concord, 
be Ie and een | 
12190 115 07 2891 © 0 04 N a 
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Sw 4 4 10 2E 


ſooo 50 reftred on 


find invariably, expreſs, 00 0 in 
the ſacred records. oldeqes 
We have only to bring matters 8 
back to the ſtate they were in be- 
fore councils prefurned to do, whar | 
they ought never. to have done. 
They ought never, to haye 9b 
ſeured the Gimplicity, of faith, by 

 +their, arbitrary and heterogeneous 
determinations : much eſs, ſhould 
they bare attempted to obtrpde 


Kind 3 e refuſed to hold com- 
munion with thoſe who, were of | a 
Contrary: Opinion,” | For. gwever | 
agtceable to our ideas their deter- 
95 E minations 5 


? 


* 


(0 » 
mi nations might be, hiſtory com- 
Pels vs-10 acknowledge, that inſtead | 
of xþeix, producing the; harmony of 


oᷣpinięn that was expected and in- 


tended, ſuch animoſities were there- 7 
a by; kindled, as not only checked 
the progreſs of the goſpel, but de- 


Fri xed a great part of the Chriſtian 


„World of the light of it, by ſub- 
Je cting them to the 5 t yr anny of a n 


inſolent | impoſtor—Mahomer (h. 
_ And; the cities and countries in 
Which this intolerant anti- chriſtian 


ſpirit firſt diſplayed itſelf, conti- 

zue to the preſent day to groan 

under the oppreſſion of that heavy 
.calamity, of which it Was in a 


great meaſure the cauſe and the 


þ - 96caſign, 1 F 


Rs 1 - | bearing 


24 12 
* 


67 
| bearing” weight of -authority;” the 
reft of the Chriftian world were 
forced to declare themſelves to be 
all of one opinion, an Egyptian 
darkneſs, in refpect to ſcience and 
Rteterure, Gyefubelmec Erahlelnd: = 
perſtitions/ and buthenſome! cere- 
"monies were multiplied *atfi6rigſt = 
them without end; and they were 
conſtrained to hide, as it were" in a 
napkin, thoſe intellectual faculties — 
wirh which God had intruſted 
chem; and their whole time was 
employed at home in petſectig _ 
ſor opinion's fake; andViniwidihg 
war abroad to _ itifidels to 
* the Ctriſtian faitv. 
11 Alks U How Ar o the fpiric 
de Chnättfäntty! Ol ye fihffaken 


Oy e * T7: votaries 
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yotarjes of the canſe ye meant to 

Terve, bat er od blood) zune 

II. Let us not. then be afraid to uſe 
thoſe reaſoning, powers with which 
| God. has. bleſſed, us. Let us for- 
bear to. lay, the ſmalleſt, reſtraint 
upon them. It is our duty thank- 
fully to draw, from chem all the 
good they were, ended to bg. 
duce. "Ld 10288 Wb 
When the Almig hty.. conde- 
ſeended to commune with Abra. 
ham * we do not nnd, -t | 
paſſed any cenſure. upon him for 
preſuming to appeal to che immu- 
table law, of reaſon and ęquity. On 
; the contrary, when Abraham ſaid, 
That be far from ches to dd after 
this d Fange e Ga the righteays 


„with 


— of 


& withthe wicked: and that the 

cc righteous ſhould be as the wi >> 
& ed that be far from thee : thall 
4 not the” Fodie%oP all” the UA 
c do right? ” God acknowledged | 
the juſtice of che plea, and Was 
h 


pleaſed to expoſtulate the cafe ph 
the ide which' Abraham bad fug- | 


geſted. And (i) it ſeems fafer ts 
draw an argument from a matter 
of falt recorded in holy writ, than | 
from any tes pee notibnd or 22 — 


writers themſe * 
As then Aden to be the 

8 God that reaſon. ſhould have . 
full ſcope; and as the erßeltesee 
of paſt ages ſhews us that the en. 
. devour to hy A reſtraint * upon. it, 
5 though 


Fa 111 N 
4. A : 


_ 


ext 


9) 


though done with 4 welbmeant 


intention (as upon the whole we 


ought to allow that it was), pro- 


duced evil inſtead of good; let us 


try the oppoſite experiment of giv- 


ing every encouragement to the 


free uſe of it. For ſurely it may 


be fairly inferred that this conduct, 


ſo contrary to that which depreſſed 
the Chriſtian cauſe, would be tlie 
moſt Hkely to elevate it; and to 

the light of the Goſpel to 
all the ends of the world, that they 
may remember and turn unte the 


Lord: and that all the Kindreds of 


dhe nations" "ink worſhip before, 


bid. TVI 5500: : "Dialog 


-:9/Phieſe dent ny F 1, 291010 


_ tire ro expreſs fror n 4 fin Per- 


on ſuaſion 


{ 75 


ſuaſion of eit tendency to pro- 
mote the public good; Wa rf | 
ing upon a; late; ſimilar -occafion 

_ endeavoured to ſhew the neceſſity , 
of civil, government, and the au- 
thority of the laws, together with 

te happy excellency of thoſe or 

our OWn country, and alſo their 
conſiſtency and agreement with 

athe ſpirit of. Chriſtianity, J judged 
it not. foreign_to the preſent pur- 

8 poſe to ſuggeſt to your Mache 
ſon e of thoſe means by which 1 
"conceive. religion. might be ten- 

ä dered more efficaciouſly operatiye 

upon the lies and converſations of 


— 


| "mankind : ſince whatever tends, to 
: enforce the e of religion, 


and to. increaſe Ea Lc 
e pay; buchen i | 
ollen 1 e 


: — — — — 
. ju wen ne, ; 3 8 — * 
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En wn” a Rr I" 


en) 


- fluence | upon. us, co: 
in attaining th oſe ends s Of e : 
non which good gove inment has 
in view; ; the Peace, ſecurity, well- | 
being, and I good. order of ſociety. 85 
In the completeſt height of ci- 
vil SUR to which Chriſtianity « can 
raiſe 1 us, the authority, « of laws and 
F government. will be found n 


1 7 


far 97s as well to point out the ſocial 


N 35 41 


prin all 


ce 


duties in various reſpects, As. 0 


15 97 fot 


! afcercain” the numerous claims to 
which. — ſeveral individuals are 


7 5 from entering into ſociety : 5 
Hage t cle things are not explicitly 


er fo rth in holy writ, we being on- | 
l; exhorted by it in gederal terms 
To. pu rſue and praftiſe wha thever 


1 SHY 35 FR ©. ebe „ 3 oft, 
1 85 we find to be honeſt 
SA f ks : 


boy 3 7 out arts waa of 
intelligent minds, Who, under the 


influence of the enlight . 


— Uj—ꝑ— —n =. 
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my 9 


=. 


benign ſpirit of Chriſtzanity, f 


made the ſtudy of law and govern- 
ment their profeſſional employ- 


Y * 
1 


ing wn 


ment, And here 1 cannot paſs by 


| the. opportunity of intiwating to 
your obſeryation the important be- : 
: nefits we of this nation enjo | 
the ardyous, labours of ſuch. en 


14 . 7 


nen t and upright ſages. \ ah 119 


per 


lein 


25151 


fs 


TUO. 


| 152 


if by placing religion in 


1 and moſt, reg MN 
licht, we can call the e 
men to attend with 


k 1 70 TEN! 
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more harmo- 
concord to its diyine lie I 
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en 

ſo chat the love of God and 
love of our neighbour 0 1 have | 
a more forcible” influence upon 
them; we may reaſonably” expect 
that the number of profiigate and | 
atrocious" offenders may be re- 
duced, till we may, be ſeldom, if 
ever, under the paitiful neceſſity of 
cutting off injurious members of 
ſociety to ſecure the peace and 
well-being of the whole. And we 
may farther expect that all neceſſary 
appeals to the laws of our country, 
which may ariſe in difficult caſes, 
from the miſapprehenſion of the 
reſpective parties, will be carried 
on with a temper of mind, and i in a 
manner conſiſtent with the meek, 
benevolent, ; 
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8 at 1 1 at Thetford, 
March 20, 1289. 


St. Jon * VIII. 32. 
: The truth ſhall make you frees 


T appeared to me when engaged 4 
Ie in this office the laſt year, that 
it could not be more properly difſ= 
charged, than by laying before my 85 
reſpectable audience avindication of 
the authority of government; and 

F 1 incul 


623 


inculcating ſentiments which, as 
Engliſhmen, are natural to us, and 
for the diſcuſſion and comprehen- 
ſion of which we are ſo eminently 
qualified and prepared. 
It was accordingly my endea- 
vour to ſhew, from the hiſtory of 
the divine diſpenſations to man re- 
corded in holy writ, that it is the 
vill of God that the authority of 
the magiſtrate to execute wrath up- 
on the profane contemners of moral 
rectitude ſhould be ſupported as 
well under the goſpel, as under any 
former diſpenſation. And indeed 
what can be more conducive to the 
glory of Him—who is the God, 
not of confuſion, but of order and 
of * than that the manifeſta- 
tion 


6 
tion of his will mould tend to up- 
hold good government in the exe- 
eution of ſalutary laws ?- From 
hence the human race may enjoy 
that happineſs and tranquillity in 
ſociety, which muſt call from every 
_ grateful heart the acknowledgments 
of praiſe and thankſgiving to nod 5 
1 and benign Creator. 
And after ſecuring «this effential 
Point— this pillar, or rather this 
foundation of the well-being of ſo- 
ciety the authority of govern- 
ment, by ſhewing that the right of 
the magiſtrate to bear the ſword 
for the puniſhment of evil doers 
is congenial with the ſpirit of Chriſ- 
tianity—it ſeemed not inapplicable _ 
to the occaſion to expatiate upon 
e F 2 thoſe 


466 ). 


thoſe anden of civil and reli- 
gious liberty which have made a 
more rapid and extenſive. progreſs 
in our own age and country, than 
in any ſormer period of time, or 
any other nation upon earth. . 
The prevalence of a liberal way 
of thinking, and the Poſſeſſion 
which the love of free enquiry has 
taken of. the hearts of mankind in 
general, are well knowa; F. and : 
' were moſt pleaſingly and fatisfac- 
torily aſcertained to me by the fa- 1 
vourable teception, and indeed ap- 
probation, which the ſentiments 1 
then delivered met with from ſe⸗ 
veral ref; pectable perſons. Wich 
eircumſtance is both an encourage-. 


ment and an apology for the conti- 
| 4 nuance 


107 fri 


( 8.) 
nuance and ſtill Apis diſcuſſion 


of the intereſting ſubject, upon the 
preſent unexpected occaſion; 3 when 
I find myſelf again placed in the 
ſame fituation, in conſequence. of | 
the uncommon and important 
events chat have lerer Lin gp 
place. a 


But before L proceed, Ws us con- 


gratulate ourſelves upon the re- 


covery of our. beloved and virtuous : 
5 Sovereign, and unite in lifting up 

Hur hearts, in the fervency of the 
| moſt ardent devotion—praiſing and 
adoring Divine Providence who 
has turned our grief and ſorrow. i in- 
to joy and gladneſs. We may alſo NY 
congratulate ourſelves, that in the 

midſt of « our diſtreſs, the Pripeiplen 


— BJ 
; 3 
— * — 


1%) 


of political liberty were more clears | 
ly diſcerned, and more accurately 
defined, than they had ever been 
before the late critical and unparal- | 

leled emergency. It is a happi- 
neſs and an honour to live in times 
when ſuch an intereſting tranſac- 
tion as the ſupplying the deficiency 
in that branch of our conſtitution, 
which may be conſidered to be the 
ſoul, in giving life and vigour to 
the reſt, could be carried” on with- 
out confuſion, without tumult, by 
the moſt regular proceedings, and 
_ adjuſted upon the firm bafis af 
ſound reaſon and juſt principles. 
We are indebted for this happineſa 
to the benign and civilizing genius 
Ie: the ſpirit of which, 


4 


DR (however | 


(however men's ſpeculative opi- 
nions may vary) is better under- 
ſtood than it ever was in former 
times; and will be ſtill more and 
more clearly developed, the more 
free enquiry is permitted and en- 
couraged. Truth requires nothing 
but a candid and impartial exami- 
nation to unfold itſelf. And truth 


- when diſcovered is the ſecureſt bar. 


rier of the political Wy = ben. 


ties of ſociety. 


The truth, ſays my tert, | hal 


make you free. 

There is a natural connexion ws 
tween religious truth and civil li- 
berty. And to exemplify and ex- 
plain this by. conſidering and point- 


Ig out this mutual influence upon 


_ each | 


F 4 


each other, ſhall, if you pleaſe, be 
the ſubject of our matten | 
TIES. Hit 1 8447 1155 5 
And, firſt, by truth our Sieur 
re meant a knowledge of 
God's diſſ n towards the hu⸗ 
mate 5 
Our Lord . a peo- 1 
25 he were under that ſchool- 
maſter, as St. Paul ſtyles . the a 
Moſaic inſtitution. 43H; gs 110 nd 3 
But they did not Regs Hl 0 
| a the inſtruction that 
was intended by it. Inflated with 
that univerſal. paſſion, the pride of 
ſelf· conſequence, they made it their 
great delight to conſider themſelves | 
as the favourite people of God; 


r that the vieſing 


promiſed the. ſeed of Abrbem . 
was to be extended to the whole 
world; and that the Meſſiah, when 
he ſhould come, would not only be 


the glory of the people Iſrael (if 


5 
rr DAY ern ents ne 
a , 


they re ceiv ed him), but would ex- 


tend his enlightening influence te 
al the nxtions of the carth—the 


fall ES I i | 


tention of the Almighty Father of 


the univerſe would have convinced 


| them, that the plan of their eduea | 


” of a bleſſin lef 5 its to eee 


was intended to c: 


ommunicate, in 


7 — fulneſs of time, at aw ſeas 


n, to ——__ an 1 


7) 
2 conviction of his ſuperintending 


providence, manifeſted by his gra- 
cious diſpenſations. Which, how- 


ever partial they might appear at 5 


firſt, would be ultimately found to 
have the tendereſt regard and re- 

ſpect to the well-being of all his 
intellectual creatures upon carth. 
It is by the knowledge of this 


Biſtory of the divine diſpenſations 


that we are confirmed in the belief 


of the being of God; and aſſured 


that his providential care is ex- 
tended over all his works, and that 


by his over-ruling power all things 


are made to work together for good 
to them that love God; even in this 


together moſt aſſuredly in the life 
. 5 20 


1 
to come. This may be called the 
key of knowledge, as it opens the 
mind for the reception of juſt and 
worthy notions of God—his attri- 
butes—his government, and pru- 
dential adminiftration of that go- 
vernment. Though a knowledge 
of the nature and eſſence of God is 


too high for us, and cannot be at- 


tained to by the moſt enlarged and 
comprehenſive human faculties; 
yet from this hiſtory we can form 
ſuitable conceptions of his almigb- 
ty power, infinite knowledge, juſ- 

tice, merey, and immutable truth. 
As by contemplating the effects of 

his wiſdom and omnipotence, in 
what we call the works of nature, 

"m4 diſcover the wiſe laws he has 
2801781 H—8 


1 


given to the material, inanimate 5 
world; ſo by ſtudying” 'this facred' 
volume we comprehend his all- 
gracious government of his intel- 
lectual creatures. We ſee the end 1 
and deſign of the laws and direc- 
tions he has given 2 perceive L . 
how they tend as much to our at- 
tainment of the greateſt poſſible 
| happineſs” in this preſent ſtate of | 
things, as they fit and prepare uvs 
for the enjoyment of future endleſs £ 
felicity/- The ſame wiſe and fru- 
gal ceconomy, which is ſo conſpi- - 
cuous in the regulation of the natu- 
ral world, appears like wiſe to take ” 
place in the adminiſtration of his N 
works of nature We War tle opey - = 


vernment. For as in the 15 


+; 93 fy „ 


rations of the Supreme Being. to „. 
carried on by the feweſt cauſes 
chat can attain the ends to be ef. 
fected; ſo in the manifeſtation of 
himſelf 1 in his diſpenſations, which 
may be called his works of grace, 
we recognize the fame mode of 
conduct. The application of means 
that are not abſolutely. neceſſary) to 
the ends propoſed, ſeems to be ſtu- 
diouſly avoided. In all his com- 
munications with mankind; and in 
all the effects produced by theſe 
communications, the Deity appears 2 
to have availed himſelf. of human 
agency. as far as it could mm 5 
go:; nor does his providential in⸗ 
terpoſitian in, human affairs ccun- 
teract or ſu perſede our exertion of 
725 thoſe 
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thidſe faculties and capacities with 
which he has enriched our minds. 
From this knowledge of God the 


fame hiſtory leads us on to true 
ideas of human nature; and teaches 


vs to eſtimate the rank and con- 


dition in which we are placed; 
from whence we perceive. that we 
are the head of the animal creation 
on this globe which we inhabit, 
and the loweſt of all intelligent 
ereatures of which we have 20 N 
intimation: —that we are 
debted to our Almighty 3 
for our exiſtence ;—and that our 


reliance is upon his providence and 
care over us for our preſer vation; 
and that ve depend much, if not 

| RIP: oa; 


ciety, 
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city; upon our good offices an tos 
wards another. It is therefore in- 
cumbent upon us to weigh welt 
and aſcertain the rights and obli- 
gations which in every ſituation of 
_ life we ought to aſſert and are 
bound to diſcharge; that while we 
are reconciling ourſelves to God 
by obedience to his will, we maß 
effectually promote our own mu- 
tual and ſocial proſperity. This 
will lead us to diveſt ourſelves, as 
far as in us lies, of all inordinate 
ſelf-love. They who are in infe- 
rior ſituations, will look up without 
envy to thoſe who are placed in ſu- 
ener, Weg ve perceiving their ap- 


| mon good.” And while thoſe of 
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dignity in rank, or in eminent em- 


ployments, recollect the neceſſity | 
of directing all their actions to the 


ſame uſeful end, the reſult muſt 


be the ſtricteſt attention to the 
rights and obligations of each in- 
dividual, and the enjoyment of the 
moſt derte civil liberty which the 
bond and ſecurity of a * orde | 
ſociety can admit. ky ferns 
And as 8 truth "ay arias 
pears to be the grand efficient cauſe 
in producing civil liberty; fo, ſe- 
condly, en the other hand, civil 
| liberty will be found no leſs favour- 
| able in aiding and ſu porting us: 
in inveſtigating religious truth. E 
Civil liberty cheriſhes induſtry | 
: and 1 in all laudable pur- 
. ſuits, 
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| Tuits. T6 invigorates and expands 
the powers and capacities of the 
intellect; delivers us from the im- 


poſition, tyranny, and the dark er- 


a rem of ſuperſtition; and enables us, 
without reſtraint or fear, to purſue — 


truth to whatever 5 ſhe may 
ultimately conduct us. _ Arbitrary 


WF and fuperſtition are a mu- 


tual ſupport to each other. They 
each require the depreſſion of the 
intellectual faculties to ſecure their 
exiſtence; and are found to ſtrike 


the deepeſt root, and to flouriſh in 
| the greateſt vigour, where arts and 


ſciences are leaſt cultivated : : the 
progreſs of which diſpels thoſe 


_ horrid phantoms. A government 
founded upon the generous princt- 
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ples of difoſing all pollble happt- 
neſs amongſt the individuals of 
ſociety, wiſhes indeed to reſtrain 
profaneneſs; licentiouſneſs and im- 
morality—thoſe” diſturbers of i its. 
peace but looks with a favburable 
eye upon the deepeſt - reſearch and 


freeſt enquiry after truth, when in- 
genuouſly conducted clearly per- 
ceiving that ſuch inveſtigation muſt, 4 
in the reſült of it, produce that 
light which may prove beneficial | 
in, advancing” and promoting the 
great and noble deſign i in which it 
is engaged. - 

Since religion is inen of the : 
laſt importance to us, not only 1 -" 
ſecuring to each individual the bliſs 
15 glory of the life to come, bur , 


F alſo | 
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| allo for promoting, in pn our 
comfort and happineſs as ſocial be- 
ings in this preſent ſtate of ex- 
iſtence; it is no wonder that the 
ſearch after religious truth ſhould 
claim the attention of every free 
government, — and that, whenever 
Chriſtianity has been allowed a fair 
and impartial examination, its di- 
vine original, and beneficial ten- 
dency ſnould be ſo conſpicuous as 
to demand aſſent to the ſuperiority | 
and pre-eminence of it over all 
other religions. But this laudable - 
zeal for truth miſapplied or miſ- 
_ underſtood has produced the moſt 
oppoſite and the moſt. deplorable 
effects. For through the furious 
zeal of contending parties, which 
had unhappily an early riſe among 
1 G 2 Chriſtianss 
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125 ference ro th reſt, in ſtead oe 
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ing content wit im plicity of 
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the Chriſtian re igion. Wi eir- 

10 * gs 721 2 70 h, ci 
cum ance has too often increaſed 


and inflamed the diviſions, and al- 
Ways, more or leſs, darkened and 
obſcured. religious truth. 
But where 1 Fn has f in- 
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"enquiry. t Bo a | 
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-  vouchlaſed to us, has wiſely or- 
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dered, that che religious truth, con- 
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will ſhould not im elle or 
but leave. f 


eyed, by them, ſhould” fie in a 


{mall compaſs ; : and chat = ts 


munications ot himſelf and an 
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mind of 2 For he well kn 
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tions were written by human agents, 


and in human language: and the 
_, writers were in many reſpects left 


to the ideas which. were ſuggeſted _— 
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by the general {tate of ſcience and 
. philoſophy, rude and imperfeft a as it 


lo might be, in the 5 8570 49 es in 
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ings are imparted to beings of the 
ſame ſpecies with themſelves, who 
vary alſo from each other in their 
modes, habits, and powers of chink- 
ing and of expreſſing themſelves. 
From hence muſt ariſe ample 
matter of diſcordance in opinions 
upon ſubjects, which will be found 
upon examination to be more ana- 
logous to ſcience, than to religi- 
"ous truth; and were left by the- 
Supreme Being undetermined, and 
to be diſcuſſed and examined by us, 
as ſcience ſhould unfold and ripen in 
our minds, through the ſucceſſive 
periods of revolving ages. Theſe 
alſo ſhould be left free from the 
controul of all human authority. + 
The W of the well at- 
5 N teſted 


reſted facts recorded in holy-writ, - 
ſtands upon gtound not to be 
| | ſnaken. ado. los raott- os ss 
From them we aſfuredt gather 
that God commiunicared a know 
edge of himſelf at the creation, 
and afterwards by ſucceſſive mani- 
feſtatibns, and finally by the full and 
complete diſcovery of life and im- 
mortality by Jeſus Chriſt. Of the 
truth of this no profeſſor of *Chrifo 
| tianity pretends to doubt. From 
hence we derive ſuch forcible ob- 
ligations to the practice of piety 
towards God and of morality; both 
in our inteteourſe with one another, 
and in the que government of ou | 
| Nelves}; ariſing from a convidticn of «. } 
Ged's approbatien of virtue and 
097493 64 abhorrence _ 
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abborrihcaef vide bandief his dew 
clared morep-wo al who will repent. 
and reform their lives's as will be 
ſoſſicient to excite 4 to a conduct 
that will ſecure our own ete nal 
happineſs _ MA give hope 

charge ofthe relative — 
ean then freeſt "enquiry into thoſe 
difputed points, Which have been 
ſo long agitated in the Chriſtian: | 
world, have any injurious effect 

upon the civil and religious rights 
be beneficial to bath, by throwing 


light upon religious truth: which, 
ad N have obſerved, has been _ 
| ſourde of civil liberty. 100 Dat * 


"at :u@hriſtianity, in its original ſim- 
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wlicity; clothed in the robes - of | 
| pureſt truth, is the generous friend 
of human nature—teaching us the 
mutual N we owe. each 
%% bf oa i” AT” 
It is a remark of the learned 
Hoadly that it would ſound 
« ſomething ſtrange to ſay that the 
40 chief deſign of Chriſtianity i is too 
"Pp plain to be underſtood, and too 
ec evident to be ſeen: and yet it i 
true that the very plainneſs of 
this makes it the leſs attended 
to, ſuch a love there is in men to 
e ſomething not ſo eaſy to be un- 
« derſtood; for vf ſuch import- 
« ance: and ſuch a readineſs to 
<« find © out other defigns of Chriſti- 
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| et anity more agteeable o heir own 
eu worldly projects l- 
And who does not edle uſt 
neſs of his obſervation zung Chriſti- 
anity, knowing the fure founda- 
tion upon "which ic reſts; prefers' 
light to darkneſs; and invites en- 
quiry . tl 3 Gasag 2 (13 10 
Andh let not the il founded fears 
« its friends wiſn to pur the ſmall- 
eſt reſtraint upon the fulleſt an 
freeſt examination of irt. 
We may defy the ableſt philoſo. 1 
Pher the moſt ſubtile and tlie 
ſhrewdeſt reaſoner, to adduce an 
argument te prove that it was un- 
becoming "the! Ahnighry to cm- 
mumicate a Kno ëWIedge of fines 
-18 yiſtut—agiens vorn 2H udo? 
egi! 8 


i Y - 
. > WE? 
4 * 


EYE 


r ), 


and of. what he expects from — 
and for what we may depend upon 
him, Nor, can he give any plau—-- 
ſible account of the exiſtence of the: / 
Jewiſh, and, Chriſtian claim toſre- a 
velation Hand of the progreſs the: | 
religion of the latter has made, and 
of the aſcendency it has obtained 


cover the minds of ſo large a part 


of mankind, —without.acknowledgs. 9 


ing a divine interpoſition. a flo As 


Let the laborious and learned 
hiſtorian be at liberty, then, to 
make what ſearch he pleaſe into 
the records of antiquity : hewe 
ever inimical his .defigns; maybe, 
he can produce from them gothing 
that can invalidate the ſacred hiſ- 

toy. He may arraign—juſtly ar- 

raign, 
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determinations. | bo dei Palpa- 


ble ignorance and lupercilic ious ar- 


8 55 are clearly ſeen through 5 


theſe n more enlightened times. 
"The farcaftic unravelling a and bring- 7 
ing to light ſuch abſurd, ſuch diſ- 
graceful, and pernicious tranſac- 


tions may, in the end diſburden 
2 of. | all "heterogeneous 
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Fe all ende and impo- 
je removed from them, they 
would find themlelves ſpporied 
and encouraged in lt. Ving the 


hiſtory, of God's diſpenſations w b. 
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tween "reli vas and Srientific opini- 
ons, Wabeel dr ters they may” 
appear to have been incorporated, 
It would open their minds to ſee 
the coneiſeneſs of religious truthz : 
and enable them to ſet. it forth i in, 
ſo conſpicuous a light, a8 would 
render it more operative, pon 
mankind: and it would qualify. 
them alſo to heal thoſe diviſions, | 
by which Chriſtians are fo miſer- | 


ably rent afunder — not by « an un- 


due influence or exertion of power 

over them which only tend to 
inflame but by a rational convic- | 
tion, and by coneiliating their af- 
fections in the ſpirit of Chriſtian 
benevolence one towards another. 
Something of this kind ſeems 
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ple; who, throv gh every rank, from 
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from the firſt century _—_ gh ſeve- _ 
| ral ages; perhaps 10 tlie preſent per 100 
of the Chriftitn fl. Nor pom 55 
I have ſuggeſted tedbbe'Chriltian lia FOE toa 
mere moral fyftein; for i it teickes piety 3 
as Welk as morality; and that the pi 
„ EW 


18) 


„ enk e foundation ef the "IN 


of 77 uy Hem =; 
be and that the motive 155 to both reſts 
23. Nuß Ch 71 cf of dn 5 | of 


He Ki? Ob Wan pln ineended 


d | Gee 
2 is 5 that whereas * en- 
deavours to lead us to virtue, by eme 
he agreeableneſs of it to the reaſon- 

 ablenefs. and fitneſs of things, . 
ſubſerriency to, our own. 2133s a : 
improvement; M. Chriſtianity lays git 
ene virtue in the love and . 
is Nn of | God. We ar * therein 


— eee CD 5 


"Ts Uke that which NES, Ch: and Ghich 
Ai diſpoſe our, hea io th prdtic of 


—_ | Tz all 


By theſe means vr Go is * apable of. 
zading. us to a virtuous life ald bn 
lation in a degree | far ſuperior to that to . 
.;which, we can be guided by che moſt 
complete ſyſtem of morality hilar be 
collected from the writings of the Phi- 
loſophers. It is undoubtedly” one prea 
end of the ſacrifice of the death of Chr 
(land. without calling the others in Aueſ⸗- | 
. ten. a motivę ſufficient to engage us 1 in 
our duty, and conſequently engugh for 
us to know), that as the Captain r our 
- {ration Was made perfect by ſittings, 
and paſſed through | them into his oy, ſo 
it is gur 81 to fol low | his example of 
ba Aae bedience, and and rei anden tc to 
5111 the will 4 22 25 ad to paſs 99 
| ,;&Y1s.th ah way ry RE this 
} -: E are 
5 0 hap 758 4 | oe "wy Veel 


( 156 
—— us by the diſcharge of our 


duty with confidence or faith of obtain- 
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the hands of the Jews, he would proba- 
biy haus been facrifibed to the political 
jealoufp of the Romans; and his dea 
might have been predetermined, whilſt 
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Phy a nd meta phyſi cs. are heterogeneous 
b pure and 15 ple Chriſtianity, though 
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* that the . — of ſubſeription to 
articles, and declaration of aſſent and 
conſent to the doctrines contained in 
them, and in the liturgy, might be abe 
liſhed.” The petition happily brought on 
an important debate, which was very 
ably ſupported by the friends of religi- 
ous liberty. At the ſame period another 
plan Was alſo pre poſed- by Mr. Wook: 
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eſtabliſhed, and to have demanded. ſub 
 Feriptien\ to them, would. not, only have 
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| - differed in opinion from thoſe,, V who 
would have been fo. partially, and exclu- 
 fively gratißedz but-would have been pe- 
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are religiouſiy and conſcientiouſly. at- 
preſent ſtabliſhed opinions. 
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che people with their polenſeal diſcuſ- 
fions:! Toithis I ſhould arfwer, chat no 
good can be obtamed in this world 
pure and dnmixed.· Our beſt concerted 
ſchemes ll ever be Hable to inchnre⸗ | 
nende and ĩmperfection. No great end 

or defig of oỹτ², can! be aeeoHtipliſtied' 
withbut fome difficulty! And if tlie 
prefenti=propoſil for 'the”advancernent 
and improvement of true religion labour 
under nd other or greater defekte than 
muſt neceffarily adhere to every human | 
inflightion;/ che Objection is ef no force, 
and Wilk be very*difingenoully irged!“ 
it may d etpedient that the clergy = 

mould bell reſtrainect by mlederate and! 

judlicious laws) From waging polemicaP 
war fem the pulpit Men of ingenu- 
o n end k kruff they 
oi £ = nn 
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Ann o large a majority aniongfd 
the clergy as to render thoſe af an op- 


poſite deſexiption of little account] would 


diſdain ſuch conduct in themſelves, and 
diſcountenanqce it in others; and oni 
A Hontent with the free uſe uf the preſs; 
in diffuſing and ſupporting: their ſenti - 
ments. The road towards improvement 
can NEVER be / purſued if we always flothe: 
fully figure to ourſelves a lion in the way. 
We muſt encounter difficulties, and we 
ought nat to be deterred by dangers, pro: 
vided: the end which we propoſe: will 
amply juſtify the means! that muſt be em- 
h ployed to obtain i Wh Mb teh 553 KA 
By the, mild and inoffenſve mode of | 
proceeding, which I have now ventured. 
to ſuggeſta the nation would quietiy and 
gradually, and perhaps in a ſhort time, 
he prepared, for; an alteration of our liv; 
turgy: Let not the friends of the church 
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2 1092 J 2 vie- 


63 — 


: 
— a 


purpoſe of divine worſhip, with an avow- 
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which Chriſt 28 1 his apoſtles authorized 11 5 
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a view to beautify. and darn, m uot to 047, 


face and deſtroy, chat an alteration. is 
recommended. And ſince my ſubject 


ſo naturally leads, and even importunes 


me to do it, I hope my preſurption will 
be pardoned, if I ſhall humbly attempt 


to trace the outlines of the plan upon N 0 


which, as it appears to me, it might, be fie 
moſt fatisfaQorily accompliſhed... 1 


Let all creeds be diſmiſſed from our : 


public form of worſhip, as RT 9 
to thoſe who afſemble together for the 


ed faith j in Jeſus Chriſt: of which faith | 
it ought to be deemed | A ſufficient . 
dence, that they join in prayers and 
praiſes which are offered up to Almi ghty _ 
God in his name. Let the object of 
worſhip be be eſſed in thoſe terms % 1 


by their precepts and directions. This 
would * us back to the primitive 
"<- ſsqmplicity 


. 
in 


< 4 „ 


fimplicity of addreffing 16. aper ber r Ar- . 
| bleſſings ſpiritual” 18 en, An d. 236+ 
aſcribing all glory, adoration, and'praife” 9% 


folely to the God and Tacher of all, 
through Jefus Chriſ 6 fur Lord: ig 


thoſe, who 5 prehend 4 diſtinction n 


the ünlty of the Deity,” to che unre- 

ſtrained 00 on of mt pious 2 ah 
tions of their m m | nds” in their devotions.. 1 1 
And that * t they may not be in the % 
embar ralled, let no fubſcription'be're- pit” 
quired to the form of prayer. It 'w Gall = 
be needleſs then to reverſe the articles. Bl. Fo 
Let them gently. fink into oblivion or 17 
rather, as Dr. Gregory has laid they | 486 


will, let them. © long remain a monu- 


« ment of the extent and weaknefs ol TR 
6 the human underſtanding 35 ꝗ— De have bow} Ml 
only to forbear is” require "fubſcriptivh I 
to them. FI * ogg ein ns Nt) do fo 
21t'1 -- of 9140 yuh bis 27 1q9991q 19147 70 
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